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My sisters and brothers, human life may need
control, but it is true we often lose control.
When we lose control, we feel frustrated because we don’t know what to do and may hurt
each other because we don’t want to be losers. So, we need a God who is in control and
comes to us in our times of need. However,
God may seem to be silent and God’s presence seems to fade away in our tough moments. So, we may feel anxious and work
hard to find solutions for ourselves.
I also tried to solve a problem for myself. After I finished my doctoral degree, I tried to be
ordained as a pastor. I was convinced God
called me to be a pastor since I was seven
years old, but my previous conference challenged my calling since I was over educated,
and many churches don’t want female pastors. My calling was shaken, and I was desperate to get a job to pay bills. So, I took
control of my situation and applied to teaching positions at seminaries. One school really
liked me after our phone interview and invited me to have a final interview at their
campus in NY. Yes, I was so excited to be a
New Yorker, and prepared for the interview

perfectly. My interview went very well and I
even lectured a class. Ten days later, the
school contacted me and said that it had been
a hard choice. Unfortunately, they chose a
senior colleague who I knew personally. She
told me later that she knew the dean of the
school, and the school had already promised
to hire her even before she had an interview
with them. Ouch! Through this “ouch” experience, I could reflect on my level of trust in
God’s call. Honestly, I did not completely
trust that God is almighty enough to remove
any obstacles in God’s time. Because of my
lack of faith, I felt like I had been drowning
in bitter water and had to get out of it myself.
Also, I realized that this failure could become
a blessing to me and God’s people. A few
months later, our former Bishop invited my
husband and me to the VA conference. Now
I’m the proud pastor of our church.
This experience reminds me of the scripture;
27Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life? 33 But seek first his
kingdom and his righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well. 34 There-

fore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has
enough trouble of its own. (Matt. 6:27& 34)
Our anxiety and desire to control every situation should go away. Rather, our anxious desires should be transformed to give God some
space to let God’s will be done.
This reflection can be applied to our special
session of General Conference, too. I was biting my nails as I watched it over the internet.
Since 2016, our bishops have done their best
to embrace various opinions in the church
and suggested the “One Church Plan.” This
plan gives more freedom to local churches
and local pastors. But, delegates in to the
General Conference defeated the One Church
Plan and passed the Traditional Plan, which
stands strongly against LGTBQ+ sisters and
brothers. The vote difference between two
plans was only 50 out of the 822 cast. I could
see two extreme opposing feelings. Some
people felt happy that the delegates made a
decision which supported their opinion. They
felt the vote meant God had affirmed their beliefs. Some people were heartbroken because
the decision affirmed the exclusion of
LGTBQ from the body of Christ. The decision in our GC created a chain of division and
bitterness that may threaten the ministry and
growth of the United Methodist Church in the
United States.
I believe that what God really wanted to see
was not which plan we would support. God
really wanted to see how we can bring
God’s heart of love to those who may have
different beliefs because God loves EVERYBODY and everybody is a SINNER.

God really wants us to make the church a
safe and loving home for everybody. Regardless of how many votes your belief received, we need to resist either a defeated
spirit or a self-righteous spirit. We need to
remember that because our control is not perfect and limited, we easily hurt our sisters and
brothers, especially those with different
viewpoints. I am writing this with a heavy
heart because I clearly saw that the body of
Christ, from the local church level to the conference level, has been divided. Our attempt
to control the situation failed and hurt our sisters and brothers.
My sisters and brothers, please stop trying to
control everything with your beliefs, thinking, and actions. Please be open to God and
listen to each other. God is waiting to work
until we shut up and listen to God and each
other. Then God will accomplish this promise
for us.
“For I know the plans I have for you,: declared the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not
to harm you, plans give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11.
Could you join in me in a prayer?
“Lord, I surrender to you even when my way
is different from yours, Amen.”
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LECTIONARY FOR MARCH
Last Sunday after the Epiphany
March 3rd Exodus 34:19–35, Psalm 99,
2 Corinthians 3:12–4:2 and Luke 9:28-36
(37–43).
1st Sunday in Lent March 10th
Deuteronomy 26:1-11, Psalm 91:1–2, 9–16,
Romans 10:8b–13 and Luke 4:1–13.
2nd Sunday in Lent March 17th
Genesis 15:1–12, 17–18, Psalm 27,
Philippians 3:17–4:1 and Luke 13:31:35.
3rd Sunday in Lent March 24th
Isaiah 55:1–9, Psalm 63:1–8, 1 Corinthians
10:1–13 and Luke 13:1–9.
4th Sunday in Lent March 31st
Joshua 5:9–12, Psalm 32,
2 Corinthians 5:16–21 and
Luke 15:1–3, 11b–32.
“Ask and it will be given to you; seek
and you will find; knock and the door will
be opened to you.”
Matthew 7:7

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR OUR SPECIAL
SERVICES
Tues., March 5
6:30 pm
Shrove Tuesday Pancakes (MO)
Both churches' council SPRC met and modified our
special service plans with respect to both churches'
tradition.
Wed., March 6
7:00 pm
Ash Wednesday Service @ (MO)
Fri., April 19
1:00–3:00 pm
Easter Children Activity @ Relief
Service of Tenebrae 7:00 pm @ Relief
Sun., April 21
6:30 am
Easter Sunrise Service
@ Mt. Olive led by Pastor Seung Hae
@ Relief led by our lay servant Molly
Thorne
Breakfast after Sunrise Services
@ Mt. Olive
@ Relief
After Breakfast
@ Mt. Olive – Egg Hunting
Easter Day Service
@ Mt. Olive — 9:00 am
@ Relief — 11:00 am
ALSO, Remembering "We are one in Christ"
both Mt. Olive and Relief church will have a joint
service each quarter this year. The times and the
places will be announced through our bulletin and
our newsletter. Please pay attention to the announcements.

Lent Meditation Group on Tuesday’s starting
March 12th thru April 16th at 6:30 pm. Place will
be announced soon.
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MT. OLIVE UMC NEWS
“Where We GOT FAITH!
And so can you!”
327 Mount Olive Road
Winchester, VA 22602
SUNDAY SERVICES AT MT. OLIVE

Worship Service: 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am

Worship
2/03
2/10
2/17
Avg.

46
42
55
47

Offering
$ 1,091
$ 1,100
$ 714
$ 968

3/02 Linda Ramey
3/09 Luc Gosselin
3/12 Carl Streit
3/17 Tessa Morell
3/17 Michael Rojas
3/17 Kendall Streit
3/24 Madison Fishel
3/25 Mike Saville
3/27 Susan Anderson
3/29 Kailyn White

MARCH
The Church is the soil and the
Children are the crop . . . Thanks for
helping them grow!
Brenda Newpher

Debbie Beeman& Braudellio Rojas

Linda Ramey

OLIVE BRANCHES
The Olive Branches met for their Annual
Youth Gathering on February 9th, 2019. This
year it was swimming at the War Memorial Building at Jim Barnett Park. Although the group was
small, we had a great time and good fellowship.
The monies the youth worked so hard for
throughout the year paid for this event. Thank
you for ALL your hard work and dedication!
Remember, all the youth events are open to
everyone of ALL ages. Feel free to join us . . .
That is what discipleship is about 😊
On Sunday, February 24th during church
services, we were able to discuss our past missions and the future ones also. Representing the
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youth missions were Maria Cuccio and Desiree
Davis. They discussed one of two things that
they did during the mission trip to Tangier Island
last year. They did a wonderful job and I hope
everyone was able to see why missions play
such a huge role in the church and the communities. Thank you ladies for being the hands, feet
and voices!
We encourage and hope that anyone and
everyone will join us. Our discussion also included Disciples on Deck and also our yearly
mission trip which the dates are TBD. We will let
you know once the dates are decided.
March 10
March 13
March 17
March 18
April 10

April 14
May 1

May 8
May 10th
June 9
June 12
June 29

Collect “JUST ONE” food for
Lock-ins
NO Youth Group
Set up Shelter and Make Sauce
For Youth Spaghetti Dinner
Youth Spaghetti Dinner —
4:00 – 7:00 pm at Mt. Olive
Youth Group — 6:30 pm at Mt. Olive
UMC Shelter — Discuss Missions –
fundraisers for the rest of year
Collect “JUST ONE” food for
Lock-ins
Youth to host “Mother’s Day Tea”
celebration — 6:30 pm at Mt. Olive
UMC Shelter
ALL ARE WELCOME!!
Youth Group — 6:00 pm at Mt.
Olive UMC — Early Mulching Event
Collect “JUST ONE” food for
Lock-ins
Collect “JUST ONE” food for
Lock-ins
Youth Group — 6:30 pm at Mt. Olive
Shelter
Youth Carwash — 1:00–3:00 pm at
First Bank on Jubal Early Drive

Our next fundraiser will be the Youth’s Annual Spaghetti Dinner held March 18th, 2019
from 4:00-7:00 pm. This has been one our most
successful ones and we are often asked when
the next one is. Please join us and share in the
discipleship with others outside the walls of our
church. We will take all the help we can get as in

the past we have added all the tables available
and still out of room (not a bad thing per say).We
would like to thank EVERYONE for all the support you give to our children, community and to
God! Our fundraisers help pay for ALL the youth
missions and activities. Everything we have accomplished has been paid for by their fundraising efforts and we have been very blessed to not
have parents or the adults participating trying to
come up with funds to participate. Each
youth/adult is able to enjoy every activity at no
stress of costs. Please help support the life of
our churches and the wonderful youth that will
keep the future continue moving forward. They
are the next generation of the church! Please
help spread the word to all your friends, family,
neighbors and colleagues. Keep your eyes open
for the flyers and please pass them around and
post them wherever you can.
Feel free to contact me if you have questions
on any upcoming activities. B_NEWPHER21
@LIVE.COM
Have another blessed month!
Brenda Newpher
Mt. Olive UMC
Youth Leader
540-931-1785

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner at Mt.Olive,
Tuesday, March 5th at 6:30 pm.
Everyone is welcome to attend!!
FUNDRAISER PANCAKE BREAKFAST

Join us Saturday morning, March 9th from
7:00 – 10:00 am for Pancakes and
Fixings at the Mt. Olive Shelter.
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PRINCESS SIGHTED!
ALERT! ALERT! ALERT!
PRINCESS SIGHTED!
Have you seen the beautiful young princess
in our congregation??? I know, yes, we have
several wonderful young ladies in our midst and
of course, all our ladies are beautiful no matter
the generation. BUT, we really do have a princess with us every Sunday!
Maria Cuccio is our beautiful young princess. She is the Apple Blossom Princess representing Reynold’s Store Fire Company #20 for
2019. She will represent them at all the functions of the Apple Blossom Festival and the parades in particular.
You’ve seen Maria around, of course. She
is a member of our congregation/church and she
is a member of the Olive Branches youth group.
Maria participates in a LOT of our events and
she has gone on three Mission trips—one to
Marion, VA and two to Tangier’s Island. She really enjoyed each of these missions and worked
hard while there.
Maria does some of the same things at
Reynold’s Store fire department as she does
here at the church. You know, like helping prepare food, washing dishes, cleaning up and the
part she really likes doing—serving people!
Maria is 17 years old and she is a Track and
Relay runner. Her main event is the 100 meter
hurdles, but she also does the 300 meter hurdles
and the 400 meter race. And she even does the
relay races—the 4 x 4 relay and the 4 x 2 relay.
She is really, really very good!

After she graduates from Faith Christian
Academy in Martinsburg, WV (where she is currently a junior), she wants to go to college to become an early/elementary education teacher.
She really LOVES the little kids.
As far as her outfits go for the Apple Blossom festival, she has several gowns. Her favorite is a light pink one with flowers and it has a
train. Her parade ball gown will be a red mermaid dress with white shoes and silver jewels.
She loves pearls and will be wearing pearl earrings and will have her hair piled on her head.
Her boyfriend’s (yes, she has one OF COURSE)
mother will do her makeup. This young lady is
quite a beauty!
And best of all, she absolutely loves her
church family and also the mission opportunities
that she takes part in.
Please feel free to congratulate her on being
chosen as the Reynold’s Store Fire Department
Company #20 princess!! She is the apple of her
mother’s (Angie) eye, the angel of her father’s
(Steve) dream and the end-all-be-all of everything to her grandmother (Ina). And, of course,
she is our very own princess at Mt. Olive UMC.
—Cleo Manspile
After the winter comes the spring
To show us again that in everything
There’s always a renewal divinely planned,
Flawlessly perfect, the work of God’s hand.
—Helen Steiner Rice
Expressions of Joy
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It’s coming! Make plans
now to be there! It’s a happening event you won’t want
to miss!
What is it, you ask? Something that hasn’t
happened for a very long time.
Our 150th Homecoming will be held on
Sunday September 15th beginning at 10:00 am,
so mark your calendars. There will be more information to follow in a future newsletter.
—Cleo Manspile

STAGE LEFT BAND will lead our music for
the Services on Sunday, March 17th and March
31st. Please come join us!!

WITH HIM FOREVER
The waking earth in springtime
Reminds us it is true
That nothing really ever dies
That will not rise anew…
So trust God’s all wise wisdom
And doubt the Father never,
For in His heavenly Kingdom
You’ll live with Him forever.
—Helen Steiner Rice
A Collection of Blessings

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the
season of Lent. Lent is a time when many Christians prepare for Easter by observing a period of
fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual
discipline.
Ash Wednesday emphasizes two themes:
our sinfulness before God and our human morality. The service focuses on both themes, helping us to realize that both have been triumphed
through the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ.
During some Ash Wednesday services, the
minister will lightly rub the sign of the cross with
ashes onto the foreheads of worshipers. The
use of ashes as a sign of mortality and repentance has a long history in Jewish and Christian
worship. Historically, ashes signified purification
and sorrow for sins.
It is traditional to save the palm branches
from the previous Palm Sunday service to burn
to produce ashes for this service. Sometimes a
small card or piece of paper is distributed on
which each person writes a sin or hurtful or unjust characteristic. The cards are then brought to
the altar to be burned with the palm branches.
The ash cross on the forehead is an outward
sign of our sorrow and repentance for sins.
—Adapted from the United Methodist Book of Worship

Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who
loves is a child of God and know God.
John 4:7 NLT
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RELIEF UMC NEWS
“In Sharing, We Know Christ.”
5275 Middle Road (Rt. 628)
Six miles SW of Valley Avenue
Sunday Services at Relief:
Sunday School, 10:00 am
Worship, 11:00 am

S.S.

Worship

Offering

10
10
6
8
11

45
37
65
43
45

$ 2,451
$ 1,698
$ 1,753
$ 1,407
$ 1,827

1/27
2/03
2/10
2/17
Avg.

Also received:
C-CAP
Church/Shelter Use
Meals
Memorials
Sweet Sunday
Witness

$
67
$ 150
$ 200
$
50
$ 1,519
$ 160

3/04 Danielle Snapp
3/05 Greg Unger
3/08 Guy Beringer
3/08 Denise Luttrell
3/08 Phyllis Snapp
3/11 Doug Hughes
3/14 Heather Swing
3/15 Kourtney Ginn
3/17 Stuart Chagrin
3/17 Clayton Hardy
3/17 Marian King
3/24 Stephen Alger
3/28 Molly Thorne
3/31 Kimmy Orndorff
SCRIPTURE READER

Scrapbooking is going strong. Do you have
your pictures in order? Come March 15th from
6:00 to 11:00 pm and let’s do it together. Dinner
is served at 7:00 pm. For more information call
James Douglas

me, 869-4005.
—Debbie Fauble

March 15
April 12

May 17
June 14
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MARCH 2019 SPOTLIGHT
The March Outreach emphasis is the C-CAP
Easter Baskets. Easter Baskets are now available for filling. These baskets can be filled with
candy, school supplies, personal items, such as
toothbrushes, toothpaste, combs, socks, gum,
etc.
Also, other suggested items are puzzles,
games, coloring books, children books, small bibles, bible story books, play doh, balls, marbles,
small cars, jump ropes, or other items that are
available at local stores, such as Dollar Tree or
Dollar General. Basically, the items are about
the same as those that are put in the Samaritan
Purse Shoeboxes except candy and toothpaste
are allowed. These baskets do not need to be
wrapped. The Outreach Committee will wrap
them and deliver them to C-CAP. We need to
have all the baskets filled and returned on or
before, Sunday, April 7th. As soon as the baskets are filled please bring them and put them
either on the front pews in the Sanctuary or in
the Willing Workers Classroom (the room beside
the elevator). Committee members will deliver
the baskets to C-CAP the week of April 8th. The
baskets will be distributed by C-CAP on Saturday, April 13th.
A special thanks for your help with this outreach project. The children in the area will certainly enjoy receiving one of these baskets. For
many this will be the only thing they will receive
for Easter. Inside the basket we will be putting a
cross in the pocket and a church brochure.
Please continue to bring used hearing aids
and eyeglasses for the local Lions Clubs. There

is a box on top of the cabinet in the Pastor’s office in the at the back of the sanctuary.
Also, this month, I need to collect white plastic bags (the ones you get from Martins,
Walmart, etc.) for an Easter project with Our
Family.
The Outreach Committee will be sponsoring
the annual WATTS Dinner at Macedonia IMC on
Monday, March 18th. All the people needed
have been recruited. Thanks for those you have
volunteered.
Please continue to bring food and place in
the box in the vestibule for C-CAP. The local
food pantries and food banks have been hit hard
in this area with recent layoffs and cutbacks.
Remember: all money left on the communion
railing on the first Sunday of each month goes to
C-CAP as well.
Thank you for your continued support of mission projects in our church.
—Elwanda Luttrell,
Outreach Chair

The deadline for our April 2019 Neighborhood Gathering Newsletter is Friday, March
22nd. The April Newsletter will be available Sunday, March 31st.
Please make an effort to put your church information in the newsletter. The newsletter will
be on both churches Websites. If you have any
suggestions, etc., please feel free to let me
know.
Call the Relief Office at 869-5775, home
phone (540) 465-4515 or email me at home:
amitch@shentel.net
—Brenda
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Mt. Olive Mailing address:
327 Mt. Olive Road
Winchester, VA 22602-1685
Mt. Olive Church: (540) 877-3424
Website: www.mtoliveumc.org
Facebook: Mount Olive UMC
Email: (pastorseunghae@gmail.com)
Rev. Dr. Seung Hae Yoo-Hess
Cell Phone: Pastor Cell: 404-993-5919
Relief Mailing address:
5275 Middle Road
Winchester, VA 22602-2788
Relief UMC: (540) 869-5775
Website: Reliefumc.com
Email: (pastorseunghae@gmail.com)
Rev. Dr. Seung Hae Yoo-Hess
Cell Phone: Pastor Cell: 404-993-5919
If we but had the eyes to see
God’s face in every cloud,
If we but had the ears to hear
His voice above the crowd,
We’d find the peace we’re seeking,
The kind no man can give—
The peace that comes from knowing
He died so we might live!
—Helen Steiner Rice
Expressions of Joy

For 2019, the Bible Challenge will be a
blended style of reading; a mixture of Old Testament readings and New Testament each day. In
this New Year, challenge yourself to study the
Bible and strengthen your faith in the process. Each month’s readings will also be printed
in each Advocate issue.
—Taken from the VAUMC Website

MARCH SCRIPTURE READINGS
March 1 Exodus 29-30; James 1 Read Now
March 2 Exodus 31-33; James 2 Read Now
March 3 Exodus 34-35; James 3 Read Now
March 4 Exodus 36-38; James 4 Read Now
March 5 Exodus 39-40; James 5 Read Now
March 6 Job 1-2; 1 Corinthians 1 Read Now
March 7 Job 3-4; 1 Corinthians 2 Read Now
March 8 Job 5-7; 1 Corinthians 3 Read Now
March 9 Job 8-10; 1 Corinthians 4 Read Now
March 10 Job 11-13; 1 Corinthians 5 Read Now
March 11 Job 14-16; 1 Corinthians 6 Read Now
March 12 Job 17-19; 1 Corinthians 7:1-19
Read Now
March 13 Job 20-21; 1 Corinthians 7:20-40
Read Now
March 14 Job 22-24; 1 Corinthians 8 Read Now
March 15 Job 25-27; 1 Corinthians 9 Read Now
March 16 Job 28-29; 1 Corinthians 10:1-18
Read Now
March 17 Job 30-31; 1 Corinthians 10:19-33
Read Now
March 18 Job 32-33; 1 Corinthians 11:1-16
Read Now
March 19 Job 34-35; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34
Read Now
March 20 Job 36-37; 1 Corinthians 12
Read Now
March 21 Job 38-40; 1 Corinthians 13
Read Now
March 22 Job 41-42; 1 Corinthians 14:1-20
Read Now
March 23 Proverbs 1-2; 1 Corinthians 14:21-40
Read Now
March 24 Proverbs 3-5; 1 Corinthians 15:1-28
Read Now
March 25 Proverbs 6-7; 1 Corinthians 15:29-58
Read Now
March 26 Proverbs 8-9; 1 Corinthians 16
Read Now
March 27 Proverbs 10-12; Titus 1
Read Now
March 28 Proverbs 13-15; Titus 2 Read Now
March 29 Proverbs 16-18; Titus 3 Read Now
March 30 Proverbs 19-21; Hebrews 1
Read Now
March 31 Proverbs 22-24; Hebrews 2
Read Now
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APRIL SCRIPTURE READINGS
April 1 Proverbs 25-26; Hebrews 3 Read Now
April 2 Proverbs 27-29; Hebrews 4 Read Now
April 3 Proverbs 30-31; Hebrews 5 Read Now
April 4 Leviticus 1-3; Hebrews 6 Read Now
April 5 Leviticus 4-5; Hebrews 7 Read Now
April 6 Leviticus 6-7; Hebrews 8 Read Now
April 7 Leviticus 8-10; Hebrews 9 Read Now
April 8 Leviticus 11-12; Hebrews 10:1-18
Read Now
April 9 Leviticus 13; Hebrews 10:19-39 Read Now
April 10 Leviticus 14; Hebrews 11:1-19 Read Now
April 11 Leviticus 15-16; Hebrews 11:20-40
Read Now
April 12 Leviticus 17-18; Hebrews 12 Read Now
April 13 Leviticus 19-20; Hebrews 13 Read Now
April 14 Leviticus 21-22; Revelation 1 Read Now
April 15 Leviticus 23-24; Revelation 2 Read Now
April 16 Leviticus 25; Revelation 3 Read Now
April 17 Leviticus 26-27; Revelation 4 Read Now
April 18 Daniel 1-2; Revelation 5 Read Now
April 19 Daniel 3-4; Revelation 6 Read Now
April 20 Daniel 5-7; Revelation 7 Read Now
April 21 Daniel 8-10; Revelation 8 Read Now
April 22 Daniel 11-12; Revelation 9 Read Now
April 23 Ecclesiastes 1-3; Revelation 10
Read Now
April 24 Ecclesiastes 4-6; Revelation 11
Read Now
April 25 Ecclesiastes 7-9; Revelation 12
Read Now
April 26 Ecclesiastes 10-12; Revelation 13
Read Now
April 27 Numbers 1-2; Revelation 14 Read Now
April 28 Numbers 3-4; Revelation 15 Read Now
April 29 Numbers 5-6; Revelation 16 Read Now
April 30 Numbers 7-8; Revelation 17 Read Now

